410      ELECTRICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS METHODS
An attempt to use the seismic-electric effect for geophysical
prospecting was made by Belluigi1 in Ethiopia. Belluigi used
a circuit similar to that used for ordinary electric conductivity
measurements in that he supplied the current to the ground
through two outer electrodes and measured the effect of seismic
waves on the variation of potential between two inner electrodes,
From Thompson's2 experiments in this country, there is
evidence that the source of the seismic-electric effect is, to a.
considerable extent, in the body of earth material through which
the current flows rather than principally at the electrodes, as
the German work indicated. Thompson used a circuit similar
to that of Belluigi but used three instead of only two potential
electrodes.
More recently, an attempt to use the effect for practical pros-
pecting was made by British investigators.3 The results were
not particularly encouraging for the practical utility of the seis-
mic-electric effect as a substitute for seismic detectors. The
method is less sensitive than mechanical-electrical detectors;
the electric changes do not give a true reproduction of the ground
movement; and the results are considerably affected by weather
conditions.
At the present time, the utility of the seismic-electric effect
in practical geophysical prospecting is in a controversial state.
It is possible that it may become a useful aid to geophysical
exploration, but at present the indications are that its promise
is not great enough to justify the extensive development that
probably would be required to secure a system comparable with
or better than present seismic detectors.
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